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Die Veneris 1. Februarij, 1754. 
r 


Y the Lords Spitta and Temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, That the | 
s of this Houſe be, and they are 
hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of St. 

Davivs, for the Sermon by him preached 
before this Houſe, on Wedneſday laſt in the 
Abby-Church Weſtminſter; and he is 
hereby deſired to cauſe the ſame to be 
printed and publiſhed. 
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SERMON 


Preached before the 
HOUSE of LORDS, 


IN T. H E 


Abby-Church of WESTMINSTER, 
On Wedneſday, January 30, 1754. 


BEING THE 


Day appointed to be obſerved as the Day of 
the 1 6 88 of King ChAxLES L 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. WarsToN and B. WRITE, at Mr, 
Boyle s-Head, in Fleet-Street. 
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As free, a- ſing your Libert 1 
free, and not uſing your Liberty for 4 
a Choke of Maliciouſneſs, but as the 1 

"wn 


Servants of God. 


— 
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BOUT the Liberty of Men, as they 
are Members of Civil Societies, hardly 
any Thing is ſaid in the Scriptures of 
the New Teſtament, becauſe no ſuch Liberty was 
at that Time enjoyed, either by the Jews or by 
the other Nations among whom they were diſ- 
perſed. They were all alike under the Dominion = {| 
of Rome, from whence the Governors ſent into '1 
the Provinces made, for the moſt Part, a very 
oppreſſive Uſe of their Power; and if they had not, 
yet while it was ſo great, and fo much above the 
Laws, as it was in the Countries diſtant from Rome, 
there could not have been, properly ſpeaking, any 
* Liberty 
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Liberty under it. Our Saviour, however, did not 
think fit to alter the Condition of thoſe Subjects for 
the better, by granting them any more Civil Liberty, 
For his chief Deſign in coming into the World 
was to make Men happy in a future Life; and this 
Happineſs he knew was poſſible to be obtained, 
even under the moſt arbitrary Form of Govern. 
ment ; fince no human Power can put a Force 
upon the Wills of Men, or hinder their Diſpoſi- 
tions from being virtuous and religious; And ſuch 
Diſpoſitions followed by Practice according to 
their Power, will always, by the Favour of God, be 
rewarded with eternal Happineſs. 


On this Account, and becauſe he was unwilling 
to give any Diſturbance to the Civil Peace and order 
of Mankind, the bleſſed Fe/#us left all the Govern- 
ments then in the World, entirely as he found 
them; and when he declared that if any Men 
<oonld come to him, he would make them free + ; 
he principally meant that he would by his Doc- 
trine ſufficiently inſtruct, and by his Grace would 
enable them to ſubdue and regulate their Appetites 
and Paſſions, which then held them as in a State of 
Bondage ; that by his Sufferings and Death on their 
Behalf, he would reconcile them effeQually to God, 

and 
+ John vii. 32, 36. | 


6 


and in Conſequence deliver them from all thoſe 
dejecting and ſervile Fears, which otherwiſe they 
muſt with Reaſon have of ſuffering from the di- 
vine Indignation; and give them encouraging and 
joyful Hopes of obtaining his Favour, and eternal 
Happineſs in the Life to come. This was the main 
Subſtance of our Saviour's Doctrine as to Chriſtian 
Freedom: To which his Apoſtles, by his Inſpira- 
tion, only added, that after his Death, his Followers 
were diſcharged from the Burthen they were un- 
der, by the ritual Precepts with which the Law of 
Moſes was filled, for Ends which had been, ſince, 
anſwered and accompliſhed. This therefore was 


all that Sr. Peter meant, when he _—_ in the 
Text, of Chriſtians as free. 


But among the Perſons to whom he wrote, there 
were ſome who had very different Thoughts of their 
own Condition. The Jeus were, in general, much 
diſpoſed to value themſelves highly upon their Ex- 
traction from the Patriarch Abraham, and upon 
the Civil Liberty to which they thought their na- 
tion had a Right. Accordingly when our Saviour 
faid, that the Truth he taught would make them 
free T, they anſwered, with Diſdain, that zhey were 
Abraham' s Seed, and never were in Bondage to any 

B 2 Man, 


+ John viii. 33. 
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They meant, that as they were the choſen 


and peculiar People of God, who alone was pro- 


petly their Lord and King, they were not, of 
Right, under Servitude or Subjection to any other 
Power; nor ever ought to be ſo, in Fact, but when 
they could not avoid it; which they had Hopes of 


effectually doing very ſoon, under the Reign of 


their expected Męſiab, who would not only re- 
ſtore the Kingdom to Yael, but ſubdue the Na- 


tions under their Feet. 


As Doctrines of this kind which had Influence on 
the Minds of Numbers of People even after they 
had been converted to the Goſpel, were likely to 


produce very ill Effects, by exciting them to tur- 


bulent and ſeditious Practices againſt the Govern- 
ments under which they lived; there was Reaſon 
for the Apoſtles to be earneſtly preſſing in their Ex- 
hortations to Submiĩſſion and Obedience to the higher 
Powers, and to all ather Perſons in Authority un- 


der them: Which Care of Exhortation they alſo 


recommended to their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry. 
For St. Paul charges Titus, to put Chriſtians in 
Mind of being ſubject to Principalities and Powers, 
and of obeying Magiſtrates +. And indeed, ſuch Ex- 
hortations will never be out of Seaſon to thoſe of 
Mankind who ___ any great Meaſure of Civil 
| —_— 
+ Tit, iii. 1. | 


im) 


Liberty, eſpecially when joined with National Pro- 
ſperity ; for then it is very apt to expand itſelf too 
much, and go further than it ought. Liberty 
like Water is hardly ever quite at reſt; it always 
is preſſing, more or leſs, upon the Banks that con- 
fine it; and whenever it is put into Agitation by 
any Cauſes that have Power upon it, is ready to 
break out and overflow its Bounds. 


In this Nation, n remarkable always for 
a Love of Liberty; generally, for enjoying it in a 
large Proportion; and, on ſome Occaſions, for 
having carried it to an Exceſs; the Legiſlature has 
injoined that this Day, in each Year, ſhould be re- 
ligiouſly obſerved ; not in order to continue Ani- 
moſities amongſt us, but that by our taking a ſe- 
rious Review of the grievous Calamities ſuffered by 
King Charles the Firſt, himſelf, and the whole Na- 
tion with him, we may be more guarded againſt 
all ſuch Diſpoſitions as will naturally be productive 
of the like Evils for the future. To which good 
Purpoſe, I ſhall, at preſent, offer fome Thoughts; 
and if, from the Nature of the Subject, they will 
be rather more of a political Kind than would be 
otherwiſe fit for this Place, yet I hope they will be 
found agreeable both to the Conſtitution of our. Na- 


tional Government, and to that * Spirit of 
the f 


6120 
the Goſpel, which deeth vor bing 2 Partiality, nor 
rejoiceth in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth. 


Now whoever, with this Turn of Mind, will 
conſider the national Troubles in the Reign above- 
mentioned, muſt ſee that they took their Riſe 
from many Acts of Power on the Part of the 
Crown, which were not only contrary to the Laws 
then in Force, but tended, in Conſequence, to 


N ſubvert the whole National Conſtitution. This, 


from the Beginning was founded in Liberty, and 
was deſigned to preſerve it. By the antient com- 
mon Laws, and by various Charters granted by 
our Kings in Conformity to them, by their De- 
clarations of the Subject's Rights, by Acts of Par- 
liament in later Times, and by Judgments given 
in that high Court, as well as in thoſe of the com- 
mon Law, relating to the Senſe and Intent of 
thoſe Acts, the Royal Authority had been 
ſettled on ſuch Terms as that the King had 
no Right, but in certain known Caſes, to deprive 
the Subjects of their perſonal Liberty; nor could 
he take from them any Part of their Property, be- 
ſides the Payments on Account of the Tenures, and 
ſome other ſuch Things aſcertained by Law as due 
to the Crown, without the Conſent of their Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament. Whatever was done 
f or 


(ir) 
or attempted, to the contrary, by any of our 
Princes, was againſt the clear Voice of the Law, 
and againſt the Spirit of the whole Conſtitution. 


Now when the Subjects were poſſeſſed of theſe 
valuable Rights, could they juſtly be blamed if they 
deſited to preſerve them; if they were uneaſy and 1 
complained at the Breaches made upon them, or if ; 

they took all the juſt Meaſures in their Power to 
maintain a Conſtitution, which their brave An- | 
ceſtors had, with ſuch Care, and ſo much Expence | | [ 
of their Wealth and their Blood, tranſmitted to 
them ? Their Concern in this Point was, no | 
doubt, to be juſtified, and probably, was, at firſt, 4 
the chief Motive with many Perſons, for op- 
poſing the King. They ſeem to have had nothing / | 
more at their Hearts but that the Breaches which 1 
had been made in the Conſtitution ſhould be fully 
repaired, and a due Security ſhould be provided 
againſt ſuch for the future. Whether indeed a « 
ſufficient Security would be obtained, they had very 
great Diſtruſts and Fears. For will it be Prudence, ll 
faid they, to rely on the bare Word of a Prince, ll 
who in ſeveral Inſtances has ated contrary to the 
Conceſſions and Declarations he has made, and | 
who perhaps, will hereafter alledge, that ſuch Con- £ | | | 
ceſſions extorted from him by the Neceſſity of his 
| Affairs, / 4 


> 
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Affairs, were of no Validity? May there not be 

Danger that if the Opportunity now in'our Hands 

be neglected and loſt, and the Union and Strength 
we have in Parliament ſhould be diffolved, no 
other may be found of gaining a Security for the 
Liberties of the Subjects? May not the Papiſts 
Abroad and at Home, of whoſe furious Zeal we 
have lately experienced ſuch terrible Effects, unite 
their Forces to ſupport the King in the future At- 
tempts he may make againſt us? Apprehenſions 
of this Kind, had, no doubt, at this Time, great 
Weight upon the Minds of the Perſons I have 
mentioned, and carried them further than they 
would otherwiſe have gone. But Perſons of this 
Character, had they acted by themſelves, would 
never have gone ſo far as they did. They were 
hurried along by the rapid Movement of others 
with whom they were joined, and who, though 
they differed among themſelves in their ſeveral Views, 
yet agreed in making the reſpected Name and 
Cauſe of Liberty ſerve as a Cloke to their ill Deſigns, 
both againſt the publick Eſtabliſhment of Religion, 
and againſt the Civil Conſtitution itſelf, 


Thoſe of them who were averſe to the eſtabliſh- 
ed Religion, complained of the Prelates and the 


N leading Clergy, for approving and ſupporting the 
a Pretenſions 


(13) 
Pretenſions of the King to abſolate Power; for 
making ſuperſtitious and popiſh Additions to the 
outward ceremonial Parts of Religion, and for 
grievouſly harraſſing and puniſhing thoſe Perſons 
whoſe ſcrupulous Conſciences would not admit of 
Conformity to them. Now it muſt be owned 
that theſe Complaints were not wholly without 
Ground, For, though among the Biſhops and 
principal Clergy there were ſome Eminent for 
Virtue and Learning, and no Friends to Popery, 
yet they were certainly Friends to an abſolute Power 
in the Crown; they laid too much Streſs on the 
outward ceremonial Parts of Religion, and put 
great Hardſhips and Puniſhments on thoſe who 
could not conform to their other Impoſitions. 
This laſt Proceeding was contrary to Reaſon, as well 
as to the Tenor of the Chriſtian Religion ; both 
which agree that no Service can be pleaſing to God 
but what comes from the Heart, and accordingly 
require that all Men ſhould bave Liberty to worſhip 
God, in public, as well as privately in the Way 
that they think moſt acceptable to him, provided 
it be not at all diſturbing or detrimental to the 
Civil State. Now among the Non-conformiſts of 
that Time there were, probably, ſome of this 
Character; who therefore, though they might not 
be allowed to have Benefices under the Eſtabliſh- | 
4 C ment, 
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(24) 
ment, yet ought to have been otherwiſe an 
1 h b NN i ne 


But whats thi is buf, «Repad te Loh 
Sbliges me to add, that in all Appearance thoſe 
Non-conformiſts would not have been contented 
with ſuch a Toleration. They would not have 
been fatisfied if the fulleſt Liberty of Profeſſion and 
Worſhip had been allowed them; nor even if thoſe 
ritual Innovations, of which they complained, had 


been quite laid afide, They had much further 


Views. Their Defign was to ſubvert, the whole 
Form of -Church-Government. then eftabliſhed, 
and ere& upon its Ruins a Polity, unknown to the 


whole Church of Chriſt for, at leaft, fourteen Apes 
before their Time, and viſibly leſs ſuited, than one 


of an epiſcopal Kind, to regal Government, Ear- 
neſt Endeavours had been formerly uſed by their 


Predeceſſors to gain this Point. Though they 


were not very numerous or of much Diſtinction in 


the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, they made no 


Scruple to admoniſh her Majeſty and both Houſes 
of Parliament to eſtabliſh this Polity, and even 
openly threatened them in caſe they ſhould refuſe 
it. The Queen who was apprized of the Nature 
of their Spirit endeavoured to check it; and by her 
Conduct, the Ardor of it to outward Appear- 
- * ance 


Ci { x5 )) 
ance was ſoinewhat abated, but at the Bottom it 
was much the ſame, and continued fo all along 
down to the Troubles of Charles the Firſt. 
This Truth, the Author of the Hiſtory of the 


Puritans, though willing to conceal it. at other 


Times, yet clearly allows in the following Paſſage. 
Having mentioned the firſt open Separation they 
made from the Church of England in the Year 
1566, he adds theſe Words T, The Breach 
& videned by Degrees, and the Paſſions of the 
*© contending Parties increaſed, till the Fire, which 
4 for ſome Years, was burning under Ground, 
te broke out into a Civil War, and with unſpeak- 
« able Fury deſtroyed the Conſtitution: in Church 


« and State,” Thus far the Hiſtory ; upon which 


we may remark, that though, . indeed, the Fire 
was not ſuffered to break out while thoſe . who 
managed it ſaw there was no Proſpect of its having 
much Effect to the Damage of the Church, and 
feared it might turn to the Hurt of themſelves; 
yet during the Time of its burning under Ground 
it was employed, with no ſmall Succeſs, in raiſing 
Vapours, and gloomy Imaginations, Jealouſies, and 
Fears, and the Heat of Enthuſiaſm deſtitute of 
AS in the Minds of the nee N 

| nine le ore Vol. I. Pag 23 1. 
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When they who kept this Fire alive perceived 
at the Beginning of the Troubles we are ſpeaking 
of, that they had ſo far ſucceeded as to have great 
Numbers of the Populace with them, as much 
inflamed as they deſired, they made no Scruple to 
employ their clamorous Petitions and Tumults for 
carrying or forcing a Bill through the Parliament, 
for the utter Extirpation of the whole Church- 
Government then eſtabliſned. This Way of Pro- 
ceeding was contrary to Reaſon, as well as to the 
wiſe Conſtitution of this Realm. By which latter, 
while effectual Proviſion was made for ſecuring the 
Liberty of the Subjects, right Reaſon ſuggeſted the 
great Inconveniences, and even Miſchiefs that 
would be found, as they actually had been in the 
Republics of Antiquity, from admitting the Popu- 
lace at large to have a Share in Confultations about 
making Laws, and other momentons Affairs of 
State, Accordingly it was ſettled that when thoſe 
of the People who were to have the Right of elect- 
ing Members, ſhould once have choſen, and au- 
thorized their Repreſentatives in Parliament, they 
ſhould henceforth be entirely bound by what theſe 
ſhould do in their Behalf, They may, indeed, ac- 
quaint them with their Opinions and Deſires upon 
any Occaſions ; but have no Right to give them 

5 binding 


(77) 
binding Inſtructions or Rules for their Conduct, 
in Points that may differ from the National Intereſt. 
For every Member of the Houſe of Commons, is 


in Law, underſtood to ſerve and act for the Na- - 


tion in general, and not only for a particular Place. 
From whence it follows, that his Conſtituents can 
have no Right to preſcribe him Directions for 
voting or acting, from which he is not at liberty to 
deviate, Much leſs ought any Numbers of the 


Populace to preſs either Houſe of Parliament with 


Clamours or Tumults, or inſult any Member 
whom they happen to diſlike. The Encourage- 


ment given to ſuch Proceedings at the Time we 


are ſpeaking of, was a plain Violation of the Free- 
dom of Parliament, and a dangerous Breach on the 
whole publick Conſtitution. 


But this was ſoon followed by one much 
greater : For the Parliament having found that the 
King was reſolved not to yield to their Demands, 

that the whole Church-Government then in being 
ſhould at once be demoliſhed, proceeded to attack 
the negative Voice that is lodged in the Crown, as 
to making any Laws, They laid it down as a 
Maxim that the King was obliged to concur with 
all Meaſures, and give his Sanction to all Bills 
which the Parliament approved. Now this Maxim 


Was 
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(18) 
was not only falſe and contrary to Law, but viſibly 
deſtructive of the whole political Syſtem in this 


Nation; the Strength and Excellence of which, 


conſiſts in the right Adjuſtment and Ballance of 
the Powers that are lodged in each Part of it, in 


order to ſupport and preſerve itſelf againſt the op- 


polite Weight and Counter-Action of the others. 
Amongſt which Powers, there is no one more im- 
portant or more abſolutely needful, than the Right 
of a Negative in each Branch of the Legiſlature, 
with regard to every Thing that is propoſed to paſs 
intoa Law. Without this Power, the Crown eſpe- 
cially, could have no legal or ſufficient Means to 
defend itſelf againſt any Demands how contrary 
ſoever to Reaſon or Law, which in ſome Con- 


| junctures might be impetuouſly preſſed upon it. 


For Want of this Power the antient Kingdoms of 


Greece and others, were all, by Degrees, brought 
down to Commonwealths. And this would cer- 


tainly have been the Fate of our National Conſti- 


tution had the King been prevailed upon, either by 
the Importunities or Force of the Demandants to 
give up his Royal Negative; and withal to depart 
from and veſt in the Parliament his Right to con- 
fer all Offices of Dignity, Power, and Influence, 
both ' Military and Civil. For after having loſt 


Prerogatives and Rights of ſuch Moment to it, the 


Crown 


(219) 

| — bins het. Though 
it might for ſome Time have been ſuffered to re- 
main like the Trunk of a Tree that had loſt its 
chicf Boughs, it muſt have immediately fallen to 


Decay, and probably, would ſoon have been cut 


down as uſeleſs. 


Thoſe Perſons therefore, who carried Things to 
ſuch Extremes againſt the Crown, were juſtly to 


be blamed. For though as to ſome of them, if 


their Intentions and the Difficulties they were un- 
der were fully known, there might appear Cir- 
cumſtances that would excuſe them in a good De- 
gree ; yet, ſetting aſide ſuch particular Caſes, and 
conſidering in general the Meaſures that have been 
mentioned, with a View to the Effects they tended 


naturally to produce, no Man, who judges rightly 


of the true Intereſt of his Country, can forbear to 
cenfure them, as e been * detrimental 


(n it ne be 1 that the 
Perſons laſt mentioned, were not thoſe to whom 
the moſt diſmal Events we now commemorate 
were owing, They are juſtly to be c on 
another Set of Men, who though little diſtinguiſh- 
ed at the Beginning of theſe Typubich, n moſt 


of 


( 20 ) 

of them, ſtrong and determined Spirits, pofitive 
in adhering to any Notion, however falſe, which 
they had once imbibed, and both reſolute” and 
unwearied in their Endeavours to gain any Point, 
however wrong, which they had at Heart ; capa- 

ble of Hypocriſy in any Degree, as well as of open 
and violent Iniquity, and in Concluſion elated and 
inſolent upon their Succeſs in the War againſt their 
Prince. From which laſt Circumſtance the En- 
thuſiaſts among them were thoroughly perſuaded 
that God himſelf approved their Cauſe ; and that 
the ſtrange Schemes which they had formed for 
Liberty, Religious and Civil, far beyond any Thing 
ever known in the World before, would certainly 
take Place under the Rule of the Saints; by 
whom the old and corrupt Conſtitution in Church 
and State ſhould be utterly aboliſhed, and its chief 
Defenders, and even its Head ſhould periſh with 
it. Such were the Deſigns of one Part of theſe 
Men : While others of them who had in their 
Hearts the utmoſt Contempt for thoſe wild Imagi- 
nations, were by their Succeſs, their military Power, 
and great perſonal Abilities, encouraged to form 
Projects ambitious beyond Meaſure, in Favour of 
themſelves ; to which as they knew that the Life 
of their Sovereign would be an Obſtacle, they ſoon 
reſolved that he ſhould not any longer ſtand in their 


Way. 
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Wey. But not thinking it ſufficient to diſpatch 


Him, as other unfortunate Princes have fallen, by. 


Poiſon, or private Aſſaſſinations, they publickly 
inſulted him with a mock Tryal, and put him to 
Death, in ſuch a Way, as they thought would cer- 
tainly break his Spirit, debaſe his Character, and 
throw Contempt and Infamy upon him. But here- 
in they were miſtaken ; for all through this laſt 
and terrible trying Scene. of Life, his Behaviour 
was great, and quite ſuited to his Character, both 
as a Chriſtian, and as a King. The Infamy ariſing 
from this horrid Execution fell only on thoſe who 


were the Contrivers and Actors of it; and to their - 


Memories it will cleave for ever. No Man, who 
has any Regard to Goodneſs, to Juſtice, or even 
to common Humanity, will ever forbear moſt 
ſeverely to condemn them, 


But this Condemnation ought not to be the 
only, or the chief Buſineſs of the preſent Day. 


The right Uſe to be made of it, is, by ſeriouſly 


conſidering the principal Events in theſe National 
Troubles, of which but a few have been obſerved 
in this ſhort Diſcourſe, to prevent in ourſelves, 

and in others, as far as we are able, any Opinions 


D ; OT 
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or c Diſpolitions that may tend to produce the like 


ill Effects .. „„ „6 
„ r irs 
„„ * „%%% „„ „„ # # * 
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And on the contrary to raiſe and ſettle in 
their Minds an Eſteem and Love for the Conſtitution 
of our Country, the heartieſt Loyalty, Duty and 
Affection to the. King, our Sovereign, and a juſt 
Regard and real Benevolence to all our Countrymen 
and Fellow-Subjes, in Proportion to their Ranks, 
their good Inclinations, and Services to the Public. 
This Conduct St. Peter recommends to us in the 
Verſe next following the Text. Honour all Men, 
ſays he, love the Brotherwood, fear God, honour 
tbe wo 


Aud here, it is no ſmall Satisfaction to obſerve, 
that the Diſpoſitions of Numbers of Perſons 
in this Nation towards each other, and their 
l N Sen- 


8 y 5 THO 341 
1 That the 83 might not be 20 Dee detained i in very 
. Weather, a Paſſage of the written Sermon was, in this Place, 
omitted; and ſo, not being comprehended in the Order of the 
Houſe of Lords, could not, with Propriety, be inſerted again. But 
if any one ſhould incline to ſee what it was, he will find it here 
printed at the End of the Sermon. 
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Sentiments as to the principal Affairs that regard 
our Polity, have been, during this laſt Age, altered 
mich for the better, The Succeflors of thoſe'who 
"our Church- Governinent and the Forms of our 
'Worthip, ſeem now to have more Enlargement of 
Mind 125 more Candour towards us. And there 
are Reaſons to hope that theſe Diſpoſitions will 
increaſe. For our Brethren of the Separation have 
laudably joined with thoſe of our Church in de- 
fending the Cauſe of our holy Religion, againſt 
the Attacks of Unbelievers; and they likewiſe are 
engaged very heartily with us in Maintenance 
of the Proteſtant Succeſſion of the Crown. Now 
by turning their Thoughts on the momentous Ob- 
"jects which both theſe Affairs muſt often ſuggeſt, 

we may reaſonably. hope they will be led to fee 
how little the Points in Diſpute between Us, 

are worthy to raiſe or continue Animoſities among 
Chriſtians and Proteſtants, of the ſame Nation, 
and all greatly concerned to ſecure as far as they 
can, by their hearty Agreement and Union with 
each other, the Continuance of their preſent moſt 


valuable Liberty, Religious and Civil, to their 
Poſterity, | 


We”, 
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On the other Hand, many who formerly carried 
their Principles too high with regard to the abſo- 
lute Power of the Crown, to its indefeaſible he- 
reditary Right, to the ſpiritual Powers of the 
Church, and its Independance on the Civil State, 
have found Reaſon to think in a different Way 
upon thoſe Points. Experience hath ſhewn, that 
ſuch Principles cannot be maintained conſiſtently 
with the Safety and Happineſs of the Public, in 
ſome Conjunctures. And from thence, it is pro- 


bable, that many have conſidered, with greater 


Attention the Reaſons of Things, and the Hiſtories 
of this, and of other Nations : By doing which, 
their Prejudices have been gradually abated and diſ- 
folved ; and Numbers of them have come to ſee 
the Lawfulneſs, the Expediency, and even moral 
Neceſſity of the preſent Settlement of the Crown, 
to the Happineſs of this Nation, 


In this State of Things, it is certainly right that 
every one who loves his Country, ſhould promote 
and ſpread as far as he can, ſuch juſt Ways 


of Thinking, with Candour, and good Will to 


each other, amongſt his Fellow- Subjects. But 


at the fame Time, it ought to be the principal 
Concern, to preſerve a Veneration and dutiful Af- 


fection 
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fection towards our Sovereign, whoſe eminent 
Virtues, conſtantly exerted for the Happineſs of his 
People, deſerve all the Returns that we can ever 
pay him. Let us, then, earneſtly offer our Prayers, 
that God will - bleſs him with Health and long 
Life, and that Virtues like his may never be want- 
ing on the Britiſb Throne, in the Perſons of ſome 
of his Royal Deſcendents, Upon this Suppoſition, 
which, bleſſed be God, as far as our Views at preſent 
extend, we have Reaſon to make, our Iſland may 
. hope to continue diſtinguiſhed, as it is now, for 
being the Seat of Liberty and Happineſs. 


Bat in order to this, there is one Thing requiſite, 
and even eſſential on our Part, which is, that we 
be the Servants of Gad. Now truly to ſerve him, 
according to the Scripture, is to believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, as ſent by him, and to practiſe according to 
the Rules of the Goſpel. Unbelief, in itſelf, under 
Opportunities of Inſtruction, is charged by our 
Saviour as a very great Sin: And it is ſo, becauſe 
he has given us ſuch Evidence for the Truth of 
bis Religion, as he knew that no human Mind, 
ſufficiently well-diſpoſed and attentive, Can ever 
reject as inſufficient. Unbelief, therefore, of the 
Kind abovementioned, muſt generally proceed 
from a Miſuſe of the Facultics of the Mind, in a 
careleſs, 


* 
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careleſs; vain, or petulant Way: Which, indeed, 
there is Reaſon. to fear is the Caſe of ton many in 
this Nation, who not contented with ryining 
themſelves, abuſe the Liherty juſtly allowed of 
ſpeaking and writing on Matters of Religion, by 
their Endeavours. to unſettle and corrupt. the Prin. 
ciples of other unwary Perſons: So that Un- 
belief ſeems greatly to ſpread, and . preyail a- 
mong the People, even thaſe of the middle aud 
lower Ranks. An Effect, that demands our 
ſerious Attention, to hinder and ſtop it as 
much as poſſible. Becauſe this Sin may draw 
down the Judgments of God upon us, as it did 


1 upon the Jews, who, chiefly on. this Account, 


were caſt off by. God, and given up to final De- 
ſtruction. Nor is it hard to conceiye, how 
ſomewhat like this may be our Caſe. For if 


any great Part of our Nation, eſpecially of thoſe 


who are well affected to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
ſhould ever come, which God forbid, to be known 
Unbelievers of the Goſpel of Chriſt, there would 


ſoon be Means found to raiſe violent Zeal, Ani- 


moſity and Hatred in thoſe who are, or profeſs to 
be Chriſtians, againſt theſe Unbelievers. The 


_ Generality of the People would certainly be in 


Oppoſition to them ; and terrible. FaQtions and 
Commotions would enſue, by which this Eſtabliſh- 
ment 
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ment and the Nation itſelf might, and probably 
would, be at length, wholly rained. 


or ik this Conſequence ſhould not Happen, and 
Unbelief ſhould quietly work through the Maſs of 
the People, yet ſtill it would be ruinous to the pub- 
ne Welfare in another Way. It would grow 
worle and worſe, till it came, in many People, to 
an utter Contempt of all Religion, as well natural 
as revealed. And ſuch Irreligion muſt, in courſe, 
| Fee Immorality and Iniquity of every Degree. 
when once the Re ſtraints from the Principles 
of Religion and the Fears of another World have 
n longer any Hold on the lower Part of Mankind, 
8 15 nothing remaining ſufficiently effeCtual, in 

Caſes, to prevent them from going into any 

of Wickedueß, to which their unbridle 

Hs may tempt them. By the late Increaſe 
bf it, which is notorious, there is Reaſon to think 
that too many of our People live, as it were, wir bout 
God in tbe World. And the grievous Corruptions 
from thence ariſing, muſt, by Degrees, make the 


Nation incapable of being either well Eoveriied at 
Home, or reſpected Abroad. | | 


It k 'thelefore of Moment to find, if polibl, 
font | Reihedy For theſe *Evits, which have 


ariſen 
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ariſen from the Abuſe of Liberty as to Religion, 
Lawn will not be alone ſufficient | for this Purpoſe. 

For what can Laws do without being put into 
Execution ? And who will take upon them this 
very important, but in a free Nation, moſt difficult 
Taſk? Or if there were Perſons diſpoſed to do it, 
yet how can it be ſufficiently done in Places ſo 
very large and populous as theſe Cities, from which 
Evils of all Kinds roll quickly, down into the reſt 
of the Kingdom. Ay ill diſpoſed or immoral Per- 
ſons have here, as in a wide overgrown F oreſt, ſo 
many obſcure and unknown Retreats, that it is 
hardly poſlible to detect them. Could any Way 


be found to make the Inhabitants of theſe Cities, in 


their ſeveral Diſtricts, become better known to, and 


more inſpected by each other, as well as by the Offi- 


cers of the Public, perhaps hardly any thing would 
be more effectual to cure ſome Evils we ſuffer now, 


and prevent , ſome others that we have Reaſon to | 
fear, 


But while Methods of this Kind may be, as 
they are, the Subjects of Conſideration with thoſe 
to whom that Care more eſpecially belongs, One 
good, and perhaps the moſt effectual Way to cure 
Irreligion and Immorality among the low People, 

would 


14 


would be by Examples of Piety and Virtue given 
by Perſons of the higher Ranks.. . Tully, in his 
third Book of Laws, obſerves, of how great In- 
_ fluence the Conduct of even a few ſuch Men will 
often be towards either corrupting or reforming, a 
Nation. And if this be true, as it has been, and for 
the moſt Part will be, in ſome Degree, it is certain- 
ly the concern of the Noble and Wealthy to ſet ſuch 
Examples; becauſe They at preſent have the greateſt 
Stakeiathe public Welfare; and becauſe it is far the 
moſt valuable Uſe they can make of their eminent 
Stations here; to entitle themſelves, by a proper 
Conduct in this reſpeQ, to diſtinguiſh'd Rewards in 
Life to come. It is to be hoped that theſe Con- 
ſiderations, which are of great Moment as well as. 
Truth, will have by Degrees a ſuitable Effect. But 
however this may happen, let each of us think it is 
incumbent on himſelf to do, as much as he can in 
this Way, for the Service of God, of the King, and 
our Country ; remembering always the glorious. 
Promiſe, that they who have been ſo happy as to 


turn many to Righeeouſneſs + ) K 2 2 as the 
Stars for ever and ever. © 
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The | Paſſage pefored to in Po age 245 a off 


having been omitted. 


; 


* Of which Kind ſome may be zi ap wind 
ed from a a Diſpoſition to leflen the Authority and 
Prerogative of the Crown, when they really are no 
greater than what are conducive to the Public Wel 
fare. This Humour is apt to ariſe and abound too 
much in free Nations. Amongſt us, the moſt art · 
fully invidious Accounts have been lately made 
publick concerning the Danger there is, or may be 
to the National Liberty from the Power of the 
Crown, and Hints have been given for reducing it 
to a leſs formidable State. I ſhall not here engage 
in a particular Confutation of any ſuch Aſſertions 
bat will only make two or three Obſervations 
founded on a Principle that will hardly be conteſted, 
This Principle is, that Power and Influente a- 
mongſt Mankind will always follow and be joinet 
with Property, and generally will be in Proportion 
to it. Now ſuppoſing this true, let any one con- 
ſider the preſent State of our Nation. Is not the 
Weight of Property in it exceedingly greater on 
the Side of the People than on that of the Crown, 


even though the Nobility be joined with the latter? 
Has not the Conſequence manifeſtly been that in 


the 


(8), 
n. etc 
has loſt much of its Prerogative and Power, and the 
People have gained as much in Liberty and In- 
| fluerice?, Have not theſe riſen to as high a Pitch 
as they can well go, conſiſtently with any Authori- 
ty and Government ? Does not the preſent Strength 
of the Crown depend upon Circumſtances, in 


ſome reſpects, contingent, uncertain, and liable to 
be alteted ? Is not the Weight on the Side of the 


People which ariſes. from their Property, wel 
ſeeurtd, and likely to be permanent, if not increa- 
fing? And is this then a Time to think of weaken- 
ing the Authority of the Crown? Surely on the con- 
trary, Men of Diſcernment mit Re the Neceffity 
of giving all juſt. Support to the Royal Authority, 

2 that may be made a- 
gainſt it, EE 4 


This indeed, h the Intereſt _ one, eyen of 
the loweſt of the People. For it is certain that the 
Preſervation of the preſent Conſtitution, is neceſſary 
to the Subſiſtence of Liberty amongſt us, of which 
they enjoy ſo great a Share. This Conſtitution 
cannot be preſerved, unleſs a due Balance be main- 
tained in its ſeveral Parts; nor can this Balance 
continue without properly ſupporting the Power 
of the Crown; and therefore it is the true Intereſt. 
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of the People t to'd6 it, Which, indeed, ,they would 
naturally do, if they were left to themſelves, "But 
diſcontented and ill-diſpoſed Men endeavour to de- 
ceive them by very falſe Repreſentations of Things, 
and raiſe in them Jealouſies that their Liberty i in 

Danger ; which when ever they apprehend they 


are preſently alarmed, and are ſometimes hurried 


into very wrong Meaſures, For -which Reaſons 
every one who is a Friend to the Conſtitution and 
Welfare of his Country, ought, as far as he is able, 
Per ſuch n or W 
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